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INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
TO REAUTHORIZE THE NA-
TIONAL EARTHQUAKE HAZARD
REDUCTION ACT, H.R. 2249

HON. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, JR.

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 24, 1997

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, today
I am introducing with my colleague on the
House Science Committee, Mr. BROWN, legis-
lation to reauthorize the National Earthquake
Hazards Reduction Program [NEHRP]. Since
its inception in 1977, NEHRP has contributed
greatly to what we know about the science of
earthquakes as well as to reducing our Na-
tion’s vulnerability to earthquakes. Earth
science and seismological research performed
through NEHRP has produced maps and seis-
mic data from which we can determine seis-
mic risks in a given location. And, NEHRP
helped to develop the knowledge base that
enables design and construction of new struc-
tures that are less likely to collapse during an
earthquake.

The bill we are introducing today enables
the program to continue its good work in
earthquake research and hazards mitigation.
Specifically, this legislation authorizes approxi-
mately $105 million in fiscal year 1998 and
$107 million in fiscal year 1999 for the four
NEHRP agencies, the Federal Emergency
Management Agency [FEMA], the United
States Geological Survey [USGS], the Na-
tional Science Foundation [NSF], and the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Technology
[NIST]. In addition, the bill provides $3 million
in each of fiscal years 1998 and 1999 to the
USGS for operation of the Global Seismic Net-
work [GSN].

There are several provisions of this legisla-
tion which | would like to highlight which we
believe will strengthen NERHP and provide for
a more robust earthquake science and engi-
neering research infrastructure into the next
century: First, the legislation authorizes $8 mil-
lion specifically for the USGS'’s external grants
programs. This action is consistent with the
Science Committee’s ongoing efforts to recog-
nize and support external programs within the
science agencies. Second, this bill requires
the Director of USGS to develop a seismic
hazard warning system which will enable our
Nation’s vital lifelines such as electric utilities,
gas lines, and high-speed railroads, to receive
warnings in advance of an earthquake. It is
hoped that these warnings will be provided in
time to shut down the lifelines, thereby guard-
ing against the catastrophic effects that occur
when such facilities are ruptured or damaged
by earthquakes. Third, this NEHRP reauthor-
ization requires an assessment of regional
seismic monitoring networks to determine the
state of facilities and equipment. Fourth, the
bill authorizes the Director of NSF to use
funds to develop earth science teaching mate-
rials and to make them available to local
schools. Fifth, the legislation directs the Direc-
tor of USGS to improve hazards assessments
of seismic zones in the United States. Sixth,
the bill requires the Director of FEMA to as-
sess and report on disaster training capabili-
ties and programs offered by the agency. Sev-
enth, finally, the bill requires the Director of
NSF to work with the other NERHP agencies
to develop a plan to effectively use earthquake
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engineering research facilities, which includes
upgrading facilities and equipment and inte-
grating innovative testing approaches.

Mr. Speaker, the legislation Mr. BROWN and
| are introducing today is reflective of the
Science Committee’s bipartisan efforts on be-
half of Federal science and technology pro-
grams. The bill is a manifestation of a jointly
shared goal to ensure that the Nation has a
vital earthquake research enterprise which will
continue to greatly contribute to better earth-
gquake awareness, more widespread and ef-
fective earthquake mitigation, and ultimately, a
reduction in lives and property lost from this
hazard.

NATIONAL PARENTS DAY

HON. JAY KIM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 24, 1997

Mr. KIM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to remind
my colleagues that this coming Sunday we will
celebrate National Parents Day. Unfortunately,
because of our busy legislative schedule, | will
not be able to attend National Parents Day
ceremonies in my district this weekend.

The purpose of this annual celebration is to
recognize the important role that parents play
in the future of our country, based on how
they bring up their children. At a time when we
see more families where both parents are
forced to work, we need to remind ourselves
that it is not the Government'’s role to raise our
children. Nor is it a teacher’s responsibility to
raise our children.

Parents need to take the primary respon-
sibility for raising their children, instilling mor-
als and teaching those values that we want
our Nation to represent in the next century.
Through active participation in all facets of
their children’s lives, parents can mold and
shape their children into the type of citizens
that can lead the United States into the 21st
century.

Mr. Speaker, the positive influence that par-
ents can play in the upbringing of a child is of
the utmost importance, | am pleased we take
the time to celebrate this occasion, and | sa-
lute groups like the National Parents Day Coa-
lition, for hosting events to bring this to our at-
tention.

FAITH IN EVERY FOOTSTEP

HON. JOHN E. ENSIGN

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 24, 1997

Mr. ENSIGN. Mr. Speaker, “Faith in Every
Footstep” is the motto of the Mormon pioneer
sesquicentennial year, which culminates today
with a celebration of the 150th anniversary of
the arrival of members of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints in the Salt Lake
Valley on July 24, 1847. | rise to recognize
this historical milestone in the settlement of
the West and important date in Nevada'’s early
history.

Like many other western States, Nevada's
initial settlements were established by Mormon
pioneers—Genoa in northern Nevada in 1851,
and Las Vegas in southern Nevada in 1855. In
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fact, Nevada was part of the Utah Territory be-
fore becoming the Nevada Territory. The Mor-
mon pioneers of northern Nevada were led by
Orson Hyde, while the pioneer group called to
settle Las Vegas were led by William
Bringhurst. On a warm day in mid-June of
1855, these courageous pioneers began to
build a diamond in the desert. The old Las
Vegas Mormon Fort is the oldest standing
building in the State of Nevada.

Today, amid the bustle of the fastest grow-
ing city in the Nation, beautiful chapels and a
temple grace the Las Vegas Valley while serv-
ing as a place of worship for over 100,000
Latter-Day Saints. Las Vegas has become a
place where Latter-Day Saints have settled to
raise their families and serve their community.

On behalf of all the citizens of my congres-
sional district and throughout Nevada, | salute
those early Mormon pioneers who blazed the
trails of the rugged West and built a lasting
heritage for themselves and the State of Ne-
vada.

On Pioneer Day, we should remember and
honor all those brave men, women, and chil-
dren who answered the call to settle new
lands, and through faith, courage, and sac-
rifice built hundreds of settlements throughout
the Western United States and made the
desert bloom.

FISCAL YEAR 1998 AGRICULTURE
APPROPRATIONS BILL

HON. ELIZABETH FURSE

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 24, 1997

Ms. FURSE. Mr. Speaker, yesterday, | was
blocked from offering an amendment to the
Agriculture appropriations bill by an unfair gag
rule. This rule was written by the Republican
leadership midway through debate on the Ag-
riculture appropriations bill to change the rules
for debate from an open amending process to
a closed, undemocratic process.

Although we were told that no preprinting of
amendments was required, the rule arbitrarily
barred any amendments that weren't
preprinted 2 days prior. This meant that by the
time Members first heard of the new rule, it
was already too late for them to meet its new
restrictions. Unless, of course, you were one
of the three chosen Republicans that were
inexplicably grandfathered in as exceptions to
the preprinting deadline.

The Agriculture Appropriations Subcommit-
tee knew that | intended to offer this amend-
ment. | had sent out four dear colleagues let-
ters, including one bipartisan letter signed by
six other Members. Nonetheless, | was un-
justly muzzled; my opportunity to have a de-
bate on an important policy issue was held
hostage to a partisan power play.

The following paragraphs describe in detail
the animal damage control amendment that |
would have offered had | not been silenced by
an unjust rule of the majority party.

The goal of my amendment is to reduce the
Federal subsidy for a practice that many
Americans believe is economically unfair, inef-
fective as a livestock protection method, un-
necessary, inhumane, a waste of money, and
harmful to the environment.

My amendment requires that those who
benefit from the livestock protection services
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